148 Fresh autumn decorating ideas
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“BE OUR GUEST”



Be Our (5uests

Have you ever visited a bed-and-breakfast and wanted to live there fore
This blogger did exactly that.

BY VICTORIA VAN VLEAR
PHOTOGRAPHY AND STYLING BY MICHAEL WURM, JR.

ow do you return an old home to itS roots?

When blogger Michael Wurm, Jr. of Inspired by

Charm bought his 100-year-old home in St Marys, e
Pennsylvania, it was an operational bed-and-

breakfast.”l ran it as a bed-and-breakfast for five -
years,” he says. When he closed the B & B to work on

his blog full time, he decided to return the structure
to its original state as a single-family home.

FALL FLOWERS. Don't just include fall leaves and«w_rmbs in your
autumn decorating. Michael shows off late summerbloems such as
sunflowers, as well as other.flowers that flaunt-red-and orange hues.
You could also try a bundle of wheat to add seasonal charm.
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GILDED GOLD. Michael has added pops of gold into his décor to spice things up. “I've
been attracted to gold and brass lately,” Michael says. “You can tuck gold and brass
into any design style and it works well. It gives it a little extra sparkle and shimmer.”
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“I'VE BEEN COLLECTING
PIECES OVER THE YEARS,
AND 'M STILL

CHANGING

THINGS.”
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“IF YOU DON'T

LIKE SOMETHING,

CHANGE IT. USE
WHAT YOU LOVE.”
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REINVENT YOUR ROOMS

The Ded end breakiast contained six rooms—the fou” origine
sedrooms, a bedroorn » the living room ad a comverted
garage Michae wanted 1o get rid of Ihe extra two rooms so ne
couid make fu | use of the house. The cariege house behing the
main home was easiest. "l turned the carriage nouse Saccinto &
garage” Monae says

The ‘wing roowmn was & greater challenge, however, "The previ-
Qus owness out & bedroom nio the living room,” he says. “That
space is nurmally wide open, but they had put in & bathoom
00" In order o oust the Seeping quartens, Michee! had 1o
dempish severs! wa s Lthat pertloned the spece, as we' &
emove e extra bathoom. When the room was once again an
apen ares connected to the rest of the home, Michae turned it
ND M3 workspace.

FINDING STORAGE

The other conwersion challenge was the upstass bedrooms.
“The previous ownes turned ail the closets imo bathrooms, se
[dont really have sny closets,” Michae says. But that storage is
essential te hide away linens, extra hotiday décor and other suo-
olies—not to mention the Basics of clotivag and shoes. Michae
didnt need 10 use &7 The dedrooms, so he came un Wil 2 smple
sotion: e turned one of the bedreoms into a fu’ walk-in closet.
It really works,” he says, He left the dathrooms in the other
upstains closets, which is corwenient lor any guests who come o
visit for & lew cays.
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Because of all the extra bathroams, the wall
ate now lull of pipes, which can somet ey
orove difficult. “It's comaicsted 1o change lights
Decause thee are Does everywiere A the wells”
ne says Oespite the Lhal lenges, he's been able
16 add urigue ighting fictures throughout the
rooms that showcase his persona’ style,

CREATING HOME

As the dynamics of his nouse nave cranged,
30 hawve Michaels styfe tastes “Originally when
1 saught the home | was more into country
and rustic, but over the yeass ['ve been more
attracted 10 mideentury modern sty'e, so I've
comazined it 1o forn this eclectic styse he says.
He aid the foundation with @ neutral color
selette of grays, treams and wihites on the walls
and furaiture, which aliows him to add pops of
color through statement pieces. "Past of that is
what wores in the house” Michae! says. “With the
i, the grays and neutra’s work best”

To creste your own dream home, Michae! rec-
ommends patieace. “I0n] HGTV shows, they da
Mings quickly. so peope expect things to hag-
ser gvermight o in one weekend, and | don't
tink it happens that way.” he seys. “Decorating
my own Rouse has Laken me years” Be patient,
fee! free 10 experment and dont get frustrated
when sormetting doestt look auite fight. "Enjoy
the orocess.” Michae! says. “Taee your time
with s @
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Michael's Tips for
Fall Decoratlng

+ Don't make major changes.

the major or large pheces .‘"‘.h.'f..n: EaVE. Insteg

00 Mmgch with

d. he !ocuses

o small acoents that hint &t the changing seasons. | pus

| thungs Like throw piliows to make it feal

change ug s

seasoral

* You don't have to be obvious. "You don T need purmpiing or

really cbvious a 510 make 1 leel saasonal” Michasl says

I pumplans &

leaves aren your vibe, wry adding other
accents that make your homme fesl cozy and warm, such ag
so!! plaid blankels and 22y thin ow plllows. Don't lorget 1o
light a Lre

* Add color. Whether you're adding yallow for surmmer

crange ‘or Lall or red for Christmas don't be afrad Lo add

Various c L don! think new colors

mniermug ith my we

neytral it's easeer 1o add i extra colors
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